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DANIEL 4:17
GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY
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THE MOST IMPORTANT WORD IN 
LEADERSHIP IS:

_____________________________
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Until you settle your 
identity, you will 
live in leadership 

insecurity.
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Until you settle your 
identity, you will 
live in leadership 

insecurity.

The more you rest 
in your identity, 

the more you will 
lead from security.
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Paul understood his 
identity

“When Christ, who is your life, appears, then 
you also will appear with him in glory.”

COLOSSIANS 3:4
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• "We just want our 
respect. Rob [Pelinka, 
Lakers general manager] 
wants his respect, coach 
[Frank] Vogel wanted his 
respect, our organization 
want their respect, Laker 
Nation want their respect 
and I want my damn 
respect too.” 
• Sporting News 10/12/220
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“15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and 
rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 16 The latter do so 

out of love, knowing that I am put here for the 
defense of the gospel. 17 The former preach Christ out 
of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they 

can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. 
18 But what does it matter? The important thing is 

that in every way, whether from false motives or true, 
Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice.”

Philippians 1:15-18
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At the end of the day . . . 
it is Christ who makes you okay!
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Settling our identity. . .
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Settling our identity. . .

─ Protects us from unholy ambition
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Settling our identity. . .
─ Protects us from unholy ambition
─ Frees us to learn from criticism
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“Lord, help me 
see the kernel 
of truth in this 
criticism.”
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Settling our identity. . .
─ Protects us from unholy ambition
─ Frees us to learn from criticism
─ Helps us enjoy times of restoration
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Settling our identity. . .

─ Protects us from unholy ambition
─ Frees us to learn from criticism
─ Helps us enjoy times of restoration
─ Strengthens us for confrontation
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Whose job is it?
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Whose job is it?
“Above all else, guard your heart,
for everything you do flows from it.”

PROVERBS 4:23 NIV
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Whose job is it?
“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock 

of which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of 

God, which he bought with his own blood.”

ACTS 20:28 NIV
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Whose job is it?
“Watch your life and doctrine closely. 

Persevere in them, because if you do, you will 
save both yourself and your hearers.”

1 TIMOTHY 4:16 NIV
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We are in a certain 
sense our own 
tools and therefore 
must keep 
ourselves in order.

CHARLES SPURGEON

35

What keeps our identity 
anchored to Christ? 
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What keeps our identity 
anchored to Christ? 
─ Life on the Vine | John 15:5
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What keeps our identity 
anchored to Christ? 
─ Life on the Vine | John 15:5
─ The Psalmist secret | Psalm 42:5, 11
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What keeps our identity 
anchored to Christ? 
─ Life on the Vine | John 15:5
─ The Psalmist secret | Psalm 42:5, 11
─ Muller’s Secret 
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“The first great and 
primary business to 
which I ought to 
attend every day was, 
to have my soul 
happy in the Lord.”
George Müller 

40

What keeps our identity 
anchored to Christ? 
─ Life on the Vine | John 15:5
─ The Psalmist secret | Psalm 42:5, 11
─ Muller’s Secret 
─ Your Secret?
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Until you settle your 
identity, you will 
live in leadership 

insecurity.

The more you rest 
in your identity, 

the more you will 
lead from security.
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